
 

 

 
 
 

      

Thank you for attending today’s National Cancer Moonshot Summit!   

Every single one of you is a cancer fighter. You are survivors, having viciously battled 
cancer and wearing its scars with pride. You are scientists, spending innumerable 
hours in a lab, each day making novel discoveries and shedding new light towards a 
cure.  You are caregivers, tirelessly giving injections, measuring fluid outputs, driving 
to appointments, preparing meals and always providing a shoulder to cry on.  You are 
therapists- physical, emotional, occupational, breaking down, re-training, 
understanding, teaching, and listening. You are fundraisers, searching for pools of 
wealth where there are only empty pockets, and still finding clouds with silver linings.  
You run cities, you run organizations, you run departments. You operate. You radiate. 
You. Fight. Cancer.  

Every one of you in this room has been touched by cancer. And that is why you are here 
today. 

Before we continue, let’s define the Moonshot.  Led by Vice President Joe Biden, the 
objective of the Moonshot is “to focus on making the most of Federal investments, 
targeted incentives, private sector efforts from industry and philanthropy, patient 
engagement initiatives, and other mechanisms to support cancer research and enable 
progress in treatment and care.” (The White House, 2016) 

Today we have been tasked with something very important: to create a conversation 
about how we are affected by cancer; how we are currently treating, preventing and 
screening for cancer; what initiatives we are doing to cure cancer; and what we would 
like to see for the future of cancer within our community. We have very intentionally 
created an environment that will integrate you with a diverse community of those who 
all have the same passion, and we look forward to the dialogue that will develop today.  
We encourage you to meet one another, expand your horizons and have meaningful 
experiences.   

This is YOUR Moonshot!  
 

Source: https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2016/02/01/fact-sheet-investing-national-cancer-moonshot 



 

 

 
                                   

Participant Deliverables Worksheet – My Moonshot 

 

I’m a ________ and my Moonshot is ___________. 

Survivor   

Caregiver    

Care Provider   

Patient    

Patient-Advocate    

Clinician   

Researcher    

Scientist 

Philanthropist     

Teacher/Professor/Faculty Member     

Civic Leader   

Community Partner   

Therapist            

I work with an organization  

A loved one has cancer  

 



 

 

 

                     

Good afternoon.  My name is Dawn Smith and I am the Director of 
Communications for the University of Illinois Cancer Center.  Thank you for 
joining us today at this important and exciting event, to have your voice heard in 
the national efforts to fight cancer. It is an honor to be here and to have the 
opportunity to work with the White House on this initiative.  

 

I am here today with Kathy Tossas Milligan, Director of the Office of Global 
Cancer Health Equity, and we will be guiding you through a program that will lead 
to conversations and action plans that will reflect on your experiences with 
cancer and how you would like to see it addressed both within the local 
community and in the national spectrum. As well, this effort is led by Vice 
President Joe Biden, and though he couldn’t be here in person, he has shared 
his thoughts in a press conference that we will be showing shortly.  At the 
conclusion of our day, I will be collecting all of the data, ideas and action plans 
presented and sending them to Washington. It is paramount that you are made 
aware of this, to ensure that your efforts today are done in good faith.   

 

Please take a moment and look around the room. You are joined by cancer 
fighters, survivors and caregivers; fundraisers, civic leaders and clinicians; 
researchers, scientists, technologists and anyone that has been touched by 
cancer. The brightest of minds are sitting in this room.  They are your colleagues, 
your neighbors, your patients, your friends, and in many cases, your family.  And 
some of you are here for yourselves.  You are the ones having endured the most 
challenging battle of all. 

 

I encourage you to open your mind and think not just how you personally can 
contribute to this cause, but what you would like to see for your community, 
locally and nationally.  How would you like to see federal dollars spent on cancer? 
How much access do our communities have to the prevention, screening and 
treatment that they need?  Is home healthcare an affordable and accessable 



option?  Is transportation an obstacle? Are there language barriers? Are there 
funding barriers that prevent you from doing the research that will change the 
way cancer is treated? 

 

I also encourage you to reflect on why you are here.  Everyone has been touched 
by cancer, but what is YOUR story? Share that story with your comrades.  

 

My own story begins like this:  

 

My father was a very youthful 46 years old when he was diagnosed with stage 4 
colon cancer.  He wasn’t a smoker or a drinker. He could have lost a few pounds, 
but he wasn’t particularly obese.  But at 46, in 1990, and unaware of any family 
history of colon cancer, he had never had a colonoscopy. He would go on to have 
four years of surgery, chemo, radiation and enroll in a number of clinical trials, 
before his obstruction became too big and he was relegated to palliative care 
and tube feeding.  He survived the following two years on that feeding tube, a 
biliary bag and monthly ER visits for infected port sites, before succumbing to 
his cancer at age 52.   

 

My mother was his primary caregiver, and as with many families, cancer doesn’t 
come with blueprints and she became the home health nurse that she couldn’t 
afford to hire. It was a lot of trial and error of weaving tubes through IV machines, 
measuring bile output, giving injections and changing dressings. And though she 
would have made Florence Nightengale incredibly proud, nothing was worse 
than watching her husband suffer a torturous death. Those are the memories I 
take with me forever.  

 

It’s been 19 years since I lost my father. And his father, his sister and his mother, 
all to cancer. And then I was diagnosed with my own. Age 32. Stage 1 ovarian.   

 

You might not think it’s a mystery that I do what I do for a living. Cancer is brutal.  
And as brutal as it was and as few resources as I think my family had, I am well 



aware that many people have far less. And when I think about the suffering that 
went on in our home with the resources that we did have, I can’t imagine what 
happens when there is less – less support, less care, less of anything.   

 

Access to care, be it transportation, medications, home healthcare, the best 
tools for prevention and regular screening; these are things that can make a 
difference.  These are what we are advocating for today.  

 

I am proud to be here today to represent the University of Illinois in this national 
effort and as a beacon of hope.  I look forward to getting to know many of you 
today and working with you to develop our future dialogue for cancer!  I will be 
around throughout the afternoon taking pictures, tweeting, contributing to 
discussions.  

 

Thank you for your time and attention and have a great Summit! 
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